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they read the scroll in the first Adar, and then the year was 
intercalated, they read it again in the second Adar [M. 1:5A].” 


R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Samuel bar R. Isaac: “What did 
Mordecai and Esther do? They wrote a letter and sent it to our rabbis, 
in which they said to them, ‘Do you accept for your selves these two 
days for observance every year?’ They replied to them, ‘Not enough 
for us are these troubles that have come upon us, but you want to add 
to our troubles the one of Haman!’ 


“They went and wrote them a second letter. That is the pertinence of 
the statement, ‘Confirming this second letter about Purim’ (Est. 9:29). 


“What was in this second letter? They said to [our rabbis], “If you are 
afraid about this matter, [what good does it do you?] Lo, it is written 
down and filed in the archives. [“And all the acts of his power and 
might, and the full account of the high honor of Mordecai, to which the 
king advanced him,] are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Media and Persia?’” (Est. 10:2). 


R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “Eighty five 
elders, and among them some thirty-odd prophets, were troubled about 
this matter. They said, ‘It is written, “These are the commandments 
which the Lord commanded Moses for the people of Israel on Mount 
Sinai’ (Lev. 27:34). These then are the commandments which we have 
received from the mouth of Moses. 


“And thus did Moses say to us, ‘No other prophet is going to make 
anything new for you. Now here are Mordecai and Esther, who want to 
make something new for us.’ 


“They did not move from that place, debating the matter, until the 
Holy One, blessed be he, enlightened their eyes, so they found support 
for the proposition written in the Torah, Prophets, and Writings.” 


It is in line with that which is written, “And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Write this as a memorial in a book [and recite it in the ears of Joshua, 
that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under 
heaven” ] (Ex. 17:14). 


“This” refers to the Torah, as it is written, “And this is the Torah that 
Moses placed before the Israelites (Deut. 4:44). 


“Memorial” refers to the prophets: [““Then those who feared the Lord 
spoke with one another; the Lord heeded and heard them,] and a book 
of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord 
and thought on his name” (Mal. 3:16). 


